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A Brief summary of Early History of Texas Camp 
By John M. Clement 


According to the first camp flyer the following 
were listed as contacts: 

Gladys Hill YWCA Dallas 

Anne Pittman UT Austin 

Loyd Collier Dallas 

Margaret Clark PE, SMU Dallas 


_ Dear Folk Dancer, 


Loyd Collier and Margaret Thompson were the a 
camp co-chairs for the first 4 camps and Loyd modestly gives all the credit to Margaret by calling 
himself her “errand boy”. Itis clear from the history written by Loyd that Margaret was the founder of 
TX Camp, and Loyd was her right hand man. Margaret attended Jane Farwell’ s Oglebay folk dance 
camp in West Virginia and came back enthused to start a camp in Texas. She first came to Loyd and 
suggested the idea so he said “Why not?” Loyd was a Jr at SMU in the spring of ’49 and he was in the 
square dance club with Margaret as advisor. Margaret and Loyd asked friends Anne Pittman and Marlys 
Swensen at UT Austin, who were lukewarm about the idea, but offered their support. They had also 
attended Oglebay but thought there was not enough interest in TX to start a camp. With this support 
Margaret was encouraged and contacted her friend Gladys Hill at the Y in Dallas to use their facilities. 
The first camp was held at the Y managed camp for the Kiwanis Club on the edge of Dallas. Jane 
Farwell was brought in as teacher and advisor, and the date was picked around her schedule as Jan 27- 
30, 1949. Anne Pittman, and Gladys Hill worked hard along with Margaret and Loyd to set up the 
camp, according to Bobbi Gillotti. Jane might also be considered a founder in addition to Margaret and 
Loyd because she inspired Margaret to start the camp. (Information from “Six Days in the Cold” by 
Loyd Collier) According to a letter from Marlys Swenson Waller, Margaret was definitely the founder 
of Texas camp, but the four people who put together the camp were Margaret, Marlys, Loyd, and Anne. 
According to Marlys, Margaret conceived of the camp, hired Jane Farwell, picked the date and arranged 
the site. Nelda Drury was the contact to Jane according to her verbal account, but could not attend the 
first camp due to another commitment. Unfortunately most other accounts of TX camp did not use the 
first hand documents so Marlys and Anne were given the credit due to Margaret. 


Jane Farwell was the first person to conceive the idea of a folk dance camp and started one at Oglebay 
Institute in Wheeling, West Virginia. For many years she was a powerhouse folk dance teacher and 
organizer. In an early TIFD document “Meet Jane Farwell” she is described as “the most amazing 
personality that I have ever encountered.” She was born in Wisconsin and her degree was in “Rural 
Recreation” from Antioch college. She worked as a recreational specialist but her love was folk dancing 
and she published “Folk Dancing for Fun”. 
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MARGARET CLARK 
Jane Farwell & Loyd Collier Jan 1949 


Margaret Clark Thompson was a professor at SMU Dallas in the PE department 1947-1949 where she 
taught square, round, and folk dance. She is listed in the yearbook as Margaret Clark. She married 
Hugh Thompson in 1949. She retired from her position at SMU and later from TX camp chair to raise 
her family. 


Loyd Collier was a native of Dallas and a junior at SMU in the spring of 1949. He was in The 
Promenaders, the square dance club at SMU, and Margaret Clark was the faculty sponsor of the club. 
He is listed in the yearbook as Gerald Loyd, but went by the name Loyd and published as G. Loyd 
Collier. He earned a degree in geography and went on to an MA and a PhD from University of 
Nebraska. He published several books about TX geography and forestry. He continued to attend TX 
Camp for several years. 
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Anne M. Pittman was a powerhouse tennis coach and also wrote some of 
the definitive books on square dancing. In 1949 she was a professor at 
UT Austin and taught dancing as well as tennis. In 1954 when Pittman 
began her 30-year tenure as coach at Arizona State University, 
intercollegiate competition for her team was virtually nonexistent. 
Undaunted, she tirelessly created, promoted and directed tournament 
play and led ASU to national championships in 1971, 1972 and 1974. In 
1973 she coached the U.S. Women’s Tennis Team at the World 
University Games in Moscow. Among her many awards she was named 
NCAA Division I Women’s Coach of the Year in 1984 by the 
Intercollegiate Tennis Coaches Association. 


Marlys Swenson Waller was at University of Texas, and after the first 
camp went on to University of Washington. As of this writing she still 
lives in Seattle. In 1946 she helped found Foot 'n Fiddle, one of the 
earliest of the square dance magazines in the U.S. Marlys and Anne 
Pittman co-authored a book on dance, “Dance a While” in 1950 which is 
still in print, 10" edition, as of 2019. It is a huge compendium of 
recreational dance in the U.S., and includes a large section on 
international folk dance. 


At the second camp Fall Nov 24-27, 1949 3 directors were elected: 
Mrs. Hugh W Thompson, 
Aka Margaret (Clark) Thompson, Dallas 
Mrs. Marin How, Dallas 
Harold Berger, Dallas 
The third and fourth camps co-chairs *50, ‘51: 
Loyd Collier, Margaret Thompson 


Roy and Zibby McCutchen guided TX Camp through many years with the help of Leon McGuffin and 
others after the initial Margaret and Loyd years. Zibby was crowned Queen of the 25" camp as she had 
attended all years up to that point. Jere and Marty Hinckley also were camp co-chairs for a number of 
the early years. Other early camp chairs were Nelda Drury and Leon McGuffin. 


Revised — August 31, 2019 
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SIX DAYS IN THE COLD, 
By Loyd Collier 
Transcribed by J. Clement, proofed by Emily Clement 


or The Events Leading to the 
Conception, Carrying-Out, Duration and Daily Plans of the First TEXAS ANNUAL FOLK DANCE 
CAMP. 


An Informal History, written by One who played a minor role in its development 


The Idea 

The TEXAS ANNUAL FOLK DANCE CAMP came about as the Result of a trip to a West 
Virginia folk dance camp, by a professor of physical education at S.M.U. Margaret Thompson (Clark, at 
that time) was a teacher in the Women's Physical Education Department of S.M.U. Part of her duties 
was the teaching of square, social, and International Folk Dance Classes. Through her reading of The 
Folk Dancer magazine, she knew that there was a folk dance camp held by the Oglebay Institute each 
labor day week-end at Wheeling, West Virginia. Through a turn of events (see Sidelights), she was able 
to go to the camp in September, 1948 in order to acquire some new material for her classes. 

When she returned, she was convinced that Texas should have a folk dance camp, too. She asked 
me what I thought of the idea, and naturally I said, "Why not?” We have some mutual friends on the fac- 
ulty of the University of Texas in Austin, Misses Anne Pittman and Marlys Swenson. (Marlys is now at 
the University of Washington.) We presented Margaret's idea to them and they were pretty lukewarm 
about the whole thing. They had been to West Virginia, too, and knew what an undertaking such a camp 
is. They told us frankly that they thought us crazy for attempting such a thing at that time. There simply 
wasn't enough people in Texas interested in International Folk Dancing. But, they did agree to support 
us all they could if we went ahead with the idea. Since that was all we were waiting for, we proceeded. 


We Begin Work 

Margaret contacted her friend’ Gladys Hill of the YWCA to see if that institution would be 
interested in backing the camp as a sort of training school for their staff. It was interested, and we even 
arranged to use the Y's Camp Tres Rios at Glen Rose, Texas. We thought that would be ideal, since 
Glen Rose is approximately halfway between Dallas and Austin, and we maybe would clinch Austin's 
support if they didn't have to go so far. Things were looking alright. 

The next problem: when could we have it? Shy and retiring individual that she is, Margaret had 
talked to Jane Farwell (more about her later) even before she left West Virginia and found out that Jane 
had already scheduled a teaching tour through Texas and the Southwest in the early part of 1949. She 
would be in this neck of the woods (only 200 miles or so away, in central West Texas), and would have 
the time free for the camp, if we got one arranged. Upon closer check, Jane could handle it on January 
27-30. That was fine; we could get the camp then, get out the announcements and have things ready by 
then. The announcements were duly made out and mailed, Jane was told to make plans to come ahead, 
and we experienced a setback. 


Trouble, or a Blessing in Disguise 

When the YWCA wrote the couple at the camp at Glen Rose that things were a-brewin' for the 
latter part of January, they immediately wrote back demanding to know if we had completely forgotten 
that it was wintertime, and that it got mighty cold in them there parts in January. Furthermore, the pump 
on the well -- the only source of water for a crowd -- had been taken down and the rest of it wrapped 
against freezing since it didn't have a cover. They were perfectly willing to put up the pump again and 
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we could come on down -- but, if the pump got frozen and any of it was damaged as a result, we could 
just get them a new $300.00 pump. We lost all interest in Glen Rose and the YWCA camp and started 
looking for a substitute. 

We found just what we were looking for in the camp run by the YWCA for the Kiwanis Club 
and is used only to entertain the newsboys every Friday. The camp is located within city limits on the 
northwestern edge of Dallas on the shore of Bachman Lake. It had everything that we needed: a nice big 
dance floor; sleeping quarters already fixed up with cots and mattresses; a nice big kitchen and dining 
room; acres of grounds on the lakeshore; a couple living on the grounds who would cook for us and 
wash our dishes. Everything was perfect. We hurriedly wrote the people whose reservations we had 
received and instructed them to come to Dallas instead of Glen Rose. 

Then we started work on the details of the camp itself: deciding what nationality meals were to 
be served and when how many people were to be fed at each meal; decorations for the dining room and 
the dance hall; the making of name tags; the making, printing, and assembling of programs; the 
procurement of records; buying the food (see sidelights), etc., etc. 


More Trouble, and No Blessings 

We were just at the stage of taking things to the camp when Ol' Man Winter arrived and brought 
all his chilluns. For 3 days it sleeted, snowed, rained and then froze (see sidelights) Dallas into one of its 
worst winter storms of the weather bureau. But Thursday morning, the day of the camp, came in mild 
and sunny and promptly melted all the snow and ice off in a flood of water; and mud became inches 
deep. 


What Happened at the Camp 

Thursday night and Friday remained just comfortably cool. A Mexican party at the camp 
Thursday night featured the breaking of a pifiata. 

When we rented the camp we knew that the newsboys would be out Friday afternoon and night, 
so we arranged to hold our session at the Women's Gymnasium at S.M.U., and there we proceeded 
immediately after the evening meal. We had been able to contact two groups of nationality dancers (see 
sidelights), so we invited them to demonstrate their dances to the members of the camp and other friends 
we had invited to sit in on a session of the camp. Two “squares” of Czechs showed up in costume to do 
the Beseda, the Czechoslovakian national dance. Also, 25 Greeks came and demonstrated the three types 
of their circle dance. Unfortunately, they were not in costume. A highlight of the evening was about 
midnight when the Greeks allowed us to dance with them while they explained the tricky rhythms and 
the unusual footwork. 

While we were at S.M.U. at the party, it "northered” again, and began sleeting. This time it 
promptly froze up the water pipes to the showers at the camp, so the rest of the time we used clothespins 
(on our noses, naturally!) and kept on dancing. We were having too much fun to bother with B.O. 
Saturday night and Sunday presented us with snow -- about 4 or 5 inches of it. The temperature didn't 
get above 15° after Friday, I don't think. 

The men were sleeping in a house out behind the kitchen. Something was wrong with the stove; 
it could get only enough gas to make a point of flame about as large as a match-head at each of the little 
openings in the burner. The stove burned day and night, but I don't think that it was ever above 20° in 
there. The girls were more comfortable. Since they slept in a wing of the dance hail which was fixed up 
into a dormitory, they sported a fancy blower-type heater which was controlled by a thermostat. There 
were no casualties from frostbite, even among the men. 

Dance sessions began at 9 A.M. and except for an hour off for lunch and about 2 hours for 
dinner, we danced all the time. We rarely 
took off more than 5 or 10 minutes. Then the dance sessions lasted sometimes as late as 2 or 3 0’clock in 
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the morning. 

This is the story of the development of the first folk dance camp as I remember it now, one year 
later. Our second camp is also history now, and it looks as if they are here to stay. Margaret has 
acquired a full-time job keeping house and a husband since the first camp. She is no longer on the staff 
of S.M.U., but devotes her full time to her husband and dancing. I put this story on paper before I forgot 
it so that I may keep in touch with the camp in years to come and never forget any of the thrilling details 
of the joys of doing something new -- working on the FIRST ANNUAL TEXAS FOLK DANCE 
CAMP. 


Loyd Collier 

Dallas, Texas January 6, 1950 

P.S. Although I say "we throughout this story, I want it to be Plain that I was largely just an errand boy. 
It was Margaret's idea, and it was she who was responsible for its enactment. I did merely what she told 
me to do. 


Margaret Clark Thompson, Hugh Thompson - In square dance costumes, courtesy of their family 
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Texas Thanksgiving Folk Dance Camp - for so many of us it means a separate and very special 
world, a festival atmosphere - music and dancing, costumes, customs and songs of countries and peoples 
far and near - friendships, old and new the delightfully exhausting tasks of creating and carrying on this 
wonderful world just because it's fun and we love it! 

The unique spirit of the Texas Folk Dance Camp was apparent from the beginning. The first 
camp, held in Dallas at the Kiwanis Club camp at Bachman Lake, January 27-30, 1949, unexpectedly 
faced 15° weather and frozen water pipes; but wonderful Jane Farwell (then rural recreation leader in 
Wisconsin) was dance leader, and her charm and personality soon warmed the feet and spirits of the 
freezing campers to a degree that they decided there must be more folk dance camps! This was not a 
new reaction to Jane's contagious enthusiasm. The first folk dance camp ever held in the U. S. was under 
Jane's leadership at Wheeling, West Virginia; and it was at this camp that Margaret Clark Thompson got 
the inspiration for the Texas Camp, Anne Pittman, Marlys Swenson, and Loyd Collier also worked hard 
and long in setting up the camp. Demonstrations by ethnic groups of the Czech Beseda and of some 
Greek dances highlighted one evening party; and the folky traditions of nationality meals and 
decorations and dancing till all hours - were firmly established. 


1949 - No time was lost in planning the second annual Texas Folk Dance Camp, held November 
24-27 of the same year. Fewer crises faced the organizers; more campers attended to enjoy the 
Thanksgiving harvest theme, and the smorgasbord which became a Saturday night tradition for many 
years of the Camp. Jane's leadership kept the spirit of camp bubbling, and the ethnic groups returned to 
demonstrate their dances. 
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JANUARY 1949 


DALLAS FOLK CAMP REVIEW 


Contributer-in-chief: 
Jane Farwell 

Othe rs: 
Margaret Clark 
iarlys Swenson 
Ann Pittman 
Ralph Dickinson 
Loyd Collier 
Betty ann Row 
zibby LicCutchan 


25¢ a copy 


First TX camp syllabus cover & table of contents 
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Contents 
ARAA HSI 
AT THE INN -— 5 
BROWN-EYED ARY- 7? 


CIRCLE FROM SARID — /2 
CORRIDO ___ 


DJACKO KOLO —— + 


EL PASO SP=CIAL— 7? 
ESPAN — 3 


FINISH KICK POLKA” 9 
GOLDEN SLIPPERS ~ // 
HIAVATHA ~ 

HONZ YSUCKLE wabtc - 7 
HOASZS RUN AROUND -70 
IN THE ORCHARD — + 
LANDLER - 2 


NEBESKO KOLO “7 
MIGHTS OF GLADNESST 3 


PATTY CAKE POLKA ~ 2 
PEACOCK SPECIAL 77 
PING FONG SCHOTTISCHs - J 


RAATIKO, THE OLD MAID'S POLKA ~ f 
SENTITENTAL JOURNEY ~ 6 

SISSY IN THE BARN —/ 

SHOO FLY SUING -9 

TRIP TO HELSINKI ~ 6 

TOTUR 
TIA LA LA LA, JA SAS—/0 


VARSOVIENNE — /2 


WEGGIS DANCE — / 
VESTPHALIA WALTZ — (í 


Taught but just listed: 


Complete conyrighted dircctions and music for 
Rheinlander ror Threc in "Dance Lightly" by Pau! 


and Gretel Dunsing, 4712 N. Hermitaje Ave., Chic 


40, Ill. - 25 cents 


Coiuplete directions for Swedish Hanubo with victi 
in "The Folk Dancer", Farch, 1945. - 50 cents, 


Comnlete Girections for Sicillian Tarantella in 
5 


"The Folk Dancer, Oct., 194 


The following pages are scanned copies of the original TX Camp scrap book 


fit the web book. 


. The format is modified to 
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December 2, 1948 


There is going to be a folk dence camp at Camp Tres 
Rios at Glen Rose, Texas, on January 27, 28, 29, and 30, A 
group of folk dancers from Dallas and dustin are planning the 
camp with the help of the Dallas Y.W.6.A, Miss Jane Farwell, 
Recreation Specialist, who started the Wheeling, W. Va., Folk 
Dance Camps, will be in Texas at that time and will attend 
the camp and teach folk dances, play party games, and folk 


| songs. Anyone who is interested in attending the camp is 
| invited to do so, 


S Dear Folk Dancer, 


The fee for the entire session is $13.50 per person, 
Registration should be made not later than January 20, 1949. 
The registration fee is $3.00 and this fee will not be refunded, 
The remaining $10.50 will be paid upon arrival at the camp, 
Checks should be made payable to the Y.W.C.d- and sent to 
Margaret Clark, S.M.U., Dallas, Texas. Those who wish to 
attend only part of the session may do so, and the camp fee will 
be reduced accordingly, however those who come full time will be 
given priority on the registration. 


te As far as possible an effort will be made to register 
an equal number of men and women. Those registering first will 
be given first preference, Minimum age for campers will be 14 
years, 


The main lodge of the camp is heated, but the sleeping 
quarters have no heat, Therefore, campers ere asked to bring 
plenty of blankets, and hot water bottles are recommended, 


san Sd 


Camp will open at 3 p. mae Thursday afternoon, and the 
first meal will be at 6:00 p,m. Thursday, Camp will close at 
3 pe m Sunday afternoon, 


Skirts will be worn by the girls for dancing, and folk 
costumes for evening parties may be brought, 


Anyone requiring further information may write to: 


Gladys Hill, Y.W.C.A., Dallas, Texas l 
Anne Pittman, University of Texas, Dept. of 
Physical Třatning for Women, dorian SE 
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6:30 
7:30 
8:30 


11:00 


8:00 
9:00 
10:00 
11:15 
11:45 
12:15 
12:30 
2:00 
3:15 
3:30 
5:15 
7:30 


11330 


1949 
FIRST TEXAS FOLK DANCE CAP 
January 27 - 30 


Thursday Hight 


Dine in our Hacienda 
Cla, Amigos! Canciones? 
Fiesta with Seniorita Farwell 


Café’ etc, Buenas Noches! 


Friday 


Buenas Dias, keeds. Breakfast. 
Play Party Games and Mixers 
Folk Dance with Jane Farwell 
Canciones otra vez! 
Square Dance 
Get ready 
A la Neopolitan 
Folk Dance session — Jane Farwell & others 
The pause that refreshes 
Couple dances Americanos 
Chuck Wagon and hit the trail 
Baile Grandé - SHU Women's Gymnasium 


Guten Macht! 


Tao 
8:00 


9:00 


Saturday 
Oh, my achin' back 
Morning Cafe', eggs, etc. 


Morning sing 


10:00 Folk Dance with Jane Farwell 


11:15 Country danee session--~Hastern style 


12:30 Chop suey? 


1:30 
3:15 
3:45 
5:00 
6:00 
7:30 


8:00 


Request review session--anybody 
Siesta~-take it easy under your sombrero 


Folk dance session 


Round table discussion of Folk Dance Leadership 


Swedish Smorgasbord 
Movies 


Scandinavian Folk Party 


11;00 Let's eat! 


8:00 


9:00 


11:15 Until manana-—— 


Sunday 
Pancakes! Last call— 


Discussion on Resources on Folk Material 


10:00 Last Folk Dance Session 


12:00 Last sing 


12:30 Old English dinner 
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MEET JANE FARWELL -- 


That petit, effervescent figure flitting around the hall look 


for a partner for the next dance; turning on a part of her immense 
-charm fe thee show the least hesitancy (I don't believe that they 
“could take it full force); flirting desperately with a partner who 
seems lost to the world and will not cooperate in the Sicilian Tar- 
antella; dancing everything with a spirit and a color that is thri L- 
ing to watch and postively inspiring to her partner; pulling ajak 
one minute and then feet flying unerringly through the ee diffic 1 
Kolo or the Krakoviak the next; seemingly everywhere at once and has 
everything under her capable control -- that, my friend, is Jane Paral 
well -- master of many trades. pai 
As a person who meets thousands of pepple each year, I Cate un- 
questi onably say the Jane possesses the most amazing personality t 
I have ever encountered. he is tops at anything she goes at, whe 
it be turning out Danish Apple Cake that melts in your mouth or te 
ing Tho dumbest person in Texas to do the Hambo. I think that tho 
who hase attended the Texas folk dance camps will bear me out when | 


say that if it were not for Jane Farwell, there would be no TEXAS 
_ DANCE CAMP vodar, 


first place. The first folk dance camp ever held in the V. si 


nea under Jane's leadership by the Oglebay Institute at we 
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S.M.U. that made her such a hit with those who had never been exposed 
| to International Folk Dancing before. Once you have danced with Jane 
or watched her teach, you are sold on folk dancing. 

Sure, Margaret Thompson deserves the thanks of every folk dancer 
and iddayec tive folk dancer in the state for having nerve enough to go 
ahead and push a project that on the surfacé looked doomed to failure. 
But the fact remains that even though you have a crowd, you can't keep 
‘em coming back for more unless things are handled right. 

But more about Jane hersét?f. She was born on a farm in Wisconsin. 
I personally think that the fact that she was raised on a farm prob- 
ably has helped fashion her personality as much as anything. She -has 
the down-to-earth quality -- that homey feeling. If you are around 
her in intimate contact, working with her or merely listening to her 
talk, you feel as if you had known her for years. I have never en- 
countered that quality in many people except those who oe a Pure. 
background, ‘There is šoiemisg about the traditions of friendliness 
and making friends with people that are practiced in rural areas that 
defy description and they can never be duplicated. And once those 
traditions have been instilled into a person, they are next to im- 
possible to remove. 

"Because of her intense interest in peasant things folks usually 
think Jane Farwell could claim a Cossack uncle, Scandinavian grand- 
Bethe or an Alpine goat herder as kin. Actually she is of tnplish- 
lrish-Scotch descent with some Pennsylvania Dutch thrown in along 
the line." 

Strangely enough, her field of posie Ss not folk dancing, but re- 
creation. She has "incorporated" herself as the Rural Recreation 


Service of Dodgeville, Wisconsin with headquarters on her parents! 


farm. She travels the U.S. following that work but folk dancing when- a] 
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Jane Farwell and Loyd Collier 
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The Daily Times Kord, 
Sonday, San, 3e,/94¢9 


` CALLING THE TUNE at one of the folk dance classes held Thursd 
and the YMCA-Kiwanis Boys Camp is Miss Jane Farwell of Dodgew 
meeting, held for the first time this week in Texas, is known as the “Folk Dance 


_ tracted young people from all parts of the state. 


ot 
Folk Dance Sessions 


Will End Here Sunday 


, A three-day observance of na- 
| tional and international folk 
‘dances, with young people from 
‘all over Texas participating, will 
close Sunday with a final dinner 
_at the YMCA-Kiwanis Boys Camp 
_at Bachman’s Lake. 

Sponsored by students and 
faculty members of SMU and the 
University of Texas, the “Folk 
, Dance Camp” was held this year 
for the first time in Texas. 

Primarily for people interested 
in folk dances of foreign countries 
as well as of the United States, 
the event was held at the boys 
‘camp and at SMU. 

The occasion brought to Dallas 
‘Miss Jane Farwell of Dodgewith, 
| Wis., a recreational specialist, who 
acted as dancing instructor for 
ithe three-day meet. 

' The event got under way Thurs- 
day night with a Mexican fiesta 
at the camp site. Friday, the 
group held its first folk dance 


session following an Italian lunch. | 
A. chuck-wagon supper was held 
at the camp Friday night. 

Following the supper, the entire 
group gathered in the Women’s 
Gymnasium at SMU for a pro- 
gram which featured a Czechoslo- 
vakian dance team and a Greek 
group, both organizations from 
Dallas. i 

At SMU, the Double-the-Dose 
Square Dance Club of Dallas gave 
a demonstratiom 

Saturday noon, the entire gath- 
ering established headquarters 
again at the Boys Camp where a/| 
Scandanavian party was given.} 

Included in the group were 
young people from Dallas, El 
Paso, Houston, Austin, Ft. Worth, 
San Antonio, and Tulsa. 

“We hope that this is the be- 
ginning of a long line of such 


meetings here in Dallas,” Mar- 
garet Clark, physical educational 
instructor at SMU, said. 


—The Times Herald Staff Photo 
ay through Sunday at SMU | 
ith, Wis. The periodic’ 


Camp” and at-: 
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Group Photo — tentative identification 
Ann Pittman — 2" from left 

Loyd Collier — 3“ from left 

Marlys Swenson — 3rd from right 
Margaret Clark — right 


There is no roster for this camp, so only a few people are known as attendees. 
In addition to the people above are: 

Jane Farwell — Instructor 

Roy & Zibby McCutchan — attended the first 25 camps 

Possibly - mentioned in the review session 

Ralph Dickinson 

Betty Ann Row 

Bobbi Gillotti — served as historian and writes as if she were there 
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One of the amuzing incidents (at least it was at that time) ota 
the first camp was traveling around over town in Margaret's Mother's 
car -- a 1930-something Plymouth. The left front window was merely 
a very narrow stripof glass held by the metal channel it fits in. à 
The rest had been broken out long before. During our rounds buying 
food and @livering articles to the camp, the snow piled up on the 
windshield until we would have to get out and scrape the windshtelds aa 
every mile or so. Fortunately there was very little traffic and iv 


~ 


Margaret would drive until she could barely see through the windshie Laai 
then she would stick her head out of the window (the "pneumonia hole" 
weccalled it) and get her bearings and then drive by guess and by > 
God for a few hundred yards until finally we would have to scrape thani 
windshield again. 

Equally bad, however, was the incident that happened Thursday 
morning as we were taking our last load of groceries, books, records, 
bedding, etc., to the camp. The bak of the dear old Plymouth was 
piled to the top with duff. We had to stop on the way for some 
assorted articles. Margaret, Virginia Young and I were to ride in 
the front seat with. all the boxes of food and various sacks completély | 
covering the floor. I was to sit in the middle so that I could stradd 
the gearshift and balance a pile of boxes while Virginia kept pillowea 
and blankets off our heads. With all the boxes and sacks, Margaret E 


could not reach the gearshift, so she would push in the clutch and tell 


Eats, 


me when to shift and I would shift the gears. How we ever got to the ~ 


camp all in one piece I shall never know. 


ae yteen Se Se Se ee a la eh 3 `h 
< ` 3 ae TSi 


es at a city recreation bu: 


2 
a 
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for round dancing that had a slight European flavor. He said then 3 
that he had had a very unusual party a few weeks before. A group of 
Greeks had had a party at the hall he was supervising. He told me 

that they played the darndest sounding music that he had ever heard; 

and their dancing was out of the ordinary too. At that time we were 
doing Some of the groundwork for the damp and wer trying to find 

such contacts. He told me that he would give me their phone number if 
Iwould call him. Weudid, we found how to contact the group and were 
promptly invited to a big party that they were giving at the Jefferson 
Hotel. We went to see what would happen, and found plenty. ‘they were 
uging a record player and about every other dance played was a Greek 
folk dance. The others were modern ballroom music for the younger folks 
who didn't care for the folk dances as well as their parents, although 
they danced both kinds. Having never seen dancing of such a type before, 
to say that I was astounded is an understatement. The girls danced ) 

in one circle and the men in another! Furthermore, the person who 

was leading the circles did the most of the daneing, the others just 
sorta kept time. Not the boys but the middle-aged and old men were 
doing the fanciest twists and twirls and jumps, squate, and everything 
else that they could think of ahtis keeping perfect time to thermost. 
hypnotic music that I had heard. The record player broke about half- 

way of the party and in came two EE E, one carrying a conventional 
violin and the other a big beetle-mandolin shaped instrument with strings 


almost a& large as bass fiddle strings and played with a reed or straw 


“for a pick. They played for about 15 minutes without stopping, chathging 


so we were told from a syrto to a tsamiko and finally an hasapikos. 
The dancers: never once lost a step. 


The highlights of the evening were: a middle-aged: couple dancing 


a rather difficult Greek couple dance. We were told that it was a 


_ courting dance. The second was: a talk in Greek lasting about 15 min- 


PE 
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utes given by the priest, of which I understood only " Dallas, Texas" 4 
because he said that in English. The third: the musicians playing. $ E 
Finally: Greek pastries made by the priests wife. Some were little E 
sand-tart-shaped cakes dipped in honey and other kinds that simply - 
vanished in your meuth leaving the most wonderful taste. é = 
Ea oo o% eH eM e ae ae . B. 

The alarm clock at the camp was one of interest. Since the . og 

girls were sleeping in one wing of the dienes hall, whoever woke up 

first turn on the P.A. set and began playing records at the amplifier's 
maximum output. It could be hear fully two miles. “ith much groaning h 
and lamenting and calling of names the others would arise and shiver <a 
down to breakfast. Somthing nice and soothing was always played to ‘on 
ea 


awake by -- such as Djacko Kolo, or a Ldndler, or a hambo, or the like. * 9 


- 
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Folk Dance Camp Set 
OM Bachman Lake 


Texas’ second annual folk dance 
camp is scheduled to be held at 
the YMCA-Kiwanis Club. Boys’ 
Camp at Bachman’s Lake opening 
at 4 p. m. Thursday and continu- 
ing through Sunday. 

Participants, who will be housed 
at the camp for the four days, are 
expected from many Texas cities, 
from New Mexico and Oklahoma. 
_ Principal instructor will be Miss 
Jane Farwell, recreation special- 
ist who started the well-known 
Wheeling, W. | Va., folk dance 
camps eight years ago. 

Emphasis will be placed on in- 
ternational folk dancing at the 
camp. Play-party games and old- 
time couple dances will be taught. 
Also, the group will do Eastern 
and Western square and country 
dances. 

A Western barbecue, a Mexican 
dinner, an East Indian, Chinese, 
| Swedish and Pennsylvania Dutch 
° meals are planned for the 

| campers, 

_ A festival is scheduled at the | 
|1 women’s gymnasium at SMU for | 
Friday night when several local . 
folk and square-dance groups will 
join the campers. Sponsored by 
Mrs. Joe J. Marek, the Czecho- - 
slavakian group will; dance their | 
national dance, the Beseda, in cos- 
tume. A group sponsored by the 
Greek Orthodox Church will 
dance the Kritikos. Other dance 
demonstrations are planned, 

The camp is open to anyone in- 
terested in learning folk dancing. 
Registrations will be taken by | 
Loyd Collier, 4810 McKinney, or 
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TEXAS! SECOND ANUAL FOLK DANCE caj 
NOVEMBER 2A . 27, L940 
THURSDAY NIGHT 


| 


4:00  Howoy paroner! WHAT'S YORE HANDLE? 
| 6:00 Come Ano GET 17} 
| aa 7:30 Moanin’ AND GRANINI (Songs?) 
B:L5 Suinore on THE Barn 
ah eyes Ro tee ta IT207) vans 
FRIDAY 
ĉ:00 Rise AND SHINE, AMIGOS, BREAKFAST 
3:00 Session "4TH Faaene 
11:100 Review SESSI ON 
12:15 Ger READY 
12:30 East INDIAN Ot nner 
2:00 FOLK Dance Session 
3245 = Tre PAUSE THaT REFRESHES 
3245 ANOTHER SESSION | 
52L5 MEXICAN DINNER AND HiT THE TRAIL 
1:30 Fou, FESTIVAL AT Suy YOMEN} s Gv 
4:00 Take ur BACK TO THE WAGON, THESE 


SHES ARE KILLING ME 
| 
| 


SATURDAY 
8:00 up AND AT Ir 


9:00 MORNING SESSI ON 
11:00 EASTERN COUNTRY DANCES 
£2330 CHINESE MEAL 
2:00 AFTERNOON SESSION 
3:15 Siesta M 
3:45 CONTINUATION OF AFTERNOON SESSIO 
6:00 SMORGASBORD 
8:00 SCANDINAVIAN PARTY 
11300 Trosits unre TOMORROW 

SUNDAY, 
8:00 Last TIME, OHHOWI ACHE ) 
9:00 Discussion oF SOURCES, RECORDS, 
L2:30 PENNSYLVANIA Durch DINNER f 
3:00 Fareweys, FROM FARWELL 


i bliin S E WE 
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oe compared the fi st camp, th ; 
exciting in preparation. Having had the experience of the first 
camp, we went at things a trifle more systematic, I think. 
was done is a little more elaborate scale. There were more people 
at the camp, which gave us more money to work with. A harvest theme 
was carried out, since it was Thanksgiving, and the dance hall was 
decorated with shocks of corn, cane, and ryé. The- Smorgasbordt oan 
Saturday night was over twice as elaborate as the first camp, an so 
on. ; 

ås is natural when a bunch of folk dancers with a sense of hu 
getitogether, coupled with the fact that they are so tired that th 
are slap-happy, anything can happen and usually does. One past-midn 
easto was occupied in dancing the Beseda, climaxed by dancing E 
through while eating peanuts. It's a good thing that there were n 
Czechs there! 

The camp was terminated by the election of a group of six di 
to supervise the future camps. The job of planning and running + 
camps are just too much of a job for two people. Three directors 
were elected for two-year terms: Mrs. B.C. Jefferson, Dallas; Mis 
Frances Wayman, Ft. Worth; and Loyd Gollier, Dallas. Three directo: 
were elected for one-year terms: Mrs. Hugh M. Thompson, Mrs. Mart 
Row, and Harold Berger, all of Dallas. As it looks now, the Folk 
Vance Camp is "on the map," and with the board of directors should 


make much progress in the future. 
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1949 Loyd Collier and Virginia (Young?) abord Southern Pacific lines 


THE NEXT 
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NCE 


1949-1960 


Texas Folk Dance Camp -- for so many of us it means a separate and 
very special world, a festival atmosphere -= music and dancing, costumes, customs 
and songs of countries and peoples far and near -- friendships, old and new -= 
the delightfully exhausting tasks ot creating and carrying on this wonderful 
world =- just because it's fun and we love it! 

The unique spirit of the Texas Folk Dance Camp was apparent from the ae 
beginning. The first camp, held in Dallas at the Kiwanis Club camp at Bachman Lake, — 
January 27-30, 1949 unexpectedly faced 15' weather and frozen water pipes; . 
but wonderful Jane Farwell (then rural recreation leader in Wisconsin) was 
dance leader, and her charm and personality soon warmed the feet and spirits 
of the freezing campers to a degree that they decided there must be more folk 
dance camps! This was not a new reaction to Jane's contagious enthusiasm. 
The first folk dance camp ever held in the U. S. was under Jane's leadership 
at Wheeling, West Virginia; and it was at this camp that Margaret Clark 
Thompson got the inspiration for the Texas Camp. Anne Pittman, Marlys Swenson, i 
mee and Loyd Collier also worked hard and long in setting up the camp. Demonstrations 
Reese by ethnic groups of the Czech Beseda and of some Greek dances highlighted one 

ass evening party; and the folky traditions of nationality meals and decorations -= 
Bevo: and dancing till all hours -= were firmly established. 

S 5 No time was lost in planning the second annual Texas Folk Dance Camp, 
z held November 24-27 of the same year, Fewer crises faced the organisers; more 
Ere campers attended to enjoy the Thanksgiving harvest theme, and the smorgasbord 
pos which became a Saturday night tradition for many years of the camp. Jane's 
leadership kept the spirit of camp bubbling, and the ethnic groups returned to 
demonstrate their dances, 

The third (1950) and fourth (1951) camps continued the fun and folk- 
craft with Jane. Loyd Collier and Margaret Thompson were Chairmen; attendance sae 
was up to about 20 people; a Dutch windmill, a paper Christmas tree on the wall, 
and candle-making are among the memories of those who were there. à 
“ae In 1952, Zibby and Roy McCutchan and Leon McGuffin announced Harvest 

ee Festivals of Many Lands as the theme for the Fifth Camp. Besides the singing 
and dancing with Jane Farwell, there was the added attraction of Mexican dancing 
taught by Nelda Lindsey, and Balkan dances with Bob Allison. Horns of Plenty 
and pumpkins; a wild time with flour-filled "cascarones" during the Mexican party; — 
an elaborate smorgasbord; lummy sticks -= more memories. gs 

Jere and Marty Hinckley took over as Chairmen for the 1953 Camp. By 
now about 57 campers were attending camp. The staff welcomed the addition of 
Eleanor Boyer, who introduced New England contras to a receptive and enthusiastic 
Se group. Cascarones created their havoc; a scavenger hunt requiring a rubber band 
eae: from Ziboy nearly caused a scalping; a king-sized angel chime graced the main 
K dance hall. 

One of the vintage years, for many was the 7th camp, in 1954. It was 
the last year of the Dallas Camps’ "togetherness" (the dance hall was right i 
through the door from the girls' dorm), The marvelous staff included Jane, Bob 
Allison, Loyd Collier, Henry Lash, Alura Flores de Angeles, and Ralph Page (who 
brought to full flower the contra enthusiasm sparked by Eleanor Boyer in 153). 
Parties were on a grand scale -= seven "boys" served a delicious curry; a a 
Mexican hacienda on Friday night gave way to a graceful Italian gondola for 
Saturday night's Italian Carnival; Alura demonstrated the many uses and ways of 
wearing a rebozo; Tony wove a Swiss spell with his music and costume; Odilia 


Gomez triumphed in the "low-jump" contest; Roman soldiers captured slave women 
to feed them grapes, 
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ae The next year brought some changes. Camp moved to Bastrop State Park, i, 
oe among the Lost Pines. Chairmen Zibby and Roy McCutchan asked back Alura Flores, ees 
ae with all her wealth of information and costumes of Mexico as well as dances; ‘ 
and introduced Vyts Beliajus, who taught dances of various countries and performed 


“j 
* 


some exotic dances for us. Memorable were the Syrian meal; the Jewish Hannukkah a 
ceremony; the beautiful mobiles made by Charlie Robison, the male can-can encore, SA 
Roy McCutchan (as Fifi LaRogue) and Larry O'Brien's Apache dance, and the fountain Pr 


of wine for the Beaux Arts Ball. 

1956, and the 9th Camp. Roy and Zibby invited Mary Tymkowych to join 
Vyts and Alura on the staff, to teach Ukrainian dances and kolos, enhancing the 
Ukrainian Easter party as well as her teaching sessions with her energy and 
sparkle. A Lithuanian wedding party was celebrated with both beauty and fun; 
and a German rathskeller appeared for the Saturday night festivities. A blindfold, 
all-male square dance; an Ox Dans satire by Leon McGuffin and Monroe Rathkamp; . 
a line of kolo dolls on the wall; and a wonderfully funny "blanket game" introduced e 
by Manfred and Bertha Holck were unforgettable. ¥ 

Odilia and Manuel Gomez, the 1957 Chairmen, brought back Vyts and J 
Alura for one more sampling of their fascinating dances and folklore; and added = 
Emily Mucha for some delightfully Polish flavoring. A Famous Characters party 
uncovered some slightly infamous ones (Wasn't that the occasion for the marvelously DA 
hammy U.N. scene featuring Jay Snodderly a Khrushev and Iain Nicolson as Castro?) A 
Coco danced and threw oranges, in her fabulous Belgian costume; Leon McGuffin and 
Jere Hinckley brought the house down with their bare-knees hula. 

Dave Rosenberg and the charming mountaintop campsite in San Antonio 
stand out in memories of 1958. Chairmen were George and Mary Lowrey; Dave's 
teaching was ably supplemented by that of Mary Tymkowych and Nelda Lindsey Drury. 
The kaleidoscope ot memorable events flashes visions of the poor drowned roast 
pig for the Hawaiian luau; Dave killing the monster so realistically on Belgian 
Carnival night; intensive work on the exciting Sardana; a rapt group of us 
dancing Yovano Yovanke to greet the dawn the last morning of camp. 

Back to the Bastrop campsite for the 12th Camp, in 1959, with the 
almost overpowering delight of Jane Farwell Hinrichs back and Dave Rosenberg! 
British Isles, Balkan and Auntie Mame (Around the World with) parties offered 
unlimited possibilities, and the challenge was taken up -~ flaming desserts; 
the huge monster's face at the dance hail entrance; Dave and Jane as the . 
quaintest king and queen of all time; Leon McGuffin wielding the head-choppers 
axe to carry out Judge Jere Hinckley's judgments. A corn-stalk jail and some 
British Isles shields were effective decorations, as was the flash bulb decorating 
Dave Rosenberg as a Buddha figure in the middle of the table Saturday night; 

Mary Lee Myers was a sophisticated Auntie Mame; geisha "girls" performed (but N 
those legs sure looked masculine!). i 

Nelda Drury and Leon McGuffin were Chairmen for the 1960 Camp. Madelynne A 
Greene had us all trying to keep up with her flying Red Boots and in stitches 
over her hambo satire; and Mary T brought us more wonderful kolos and a case of 
laryngitis that didn't stop her a bit. Beautiful Altagracia Azios Garcia made us 
gasp with admiration with her Spanish dancing; Ann Akiko Zavada offered Japanese 
charm and skills with feet and kitchen knife. A "Down Under" party inspired a 
kiwi bird to lay an egg larger than herself; Charlie Robison to become a bushman 
(with bush) and Marty Hinckley to become an island (Completely surrounded by 

water); the trek to Alaska was a perilous adventure, but Woody Oakes as a most 

2 effective "girl on the piano" at the Alaska party made the effort worthwhile; 
Bobbi Gillotti and her team of "huskies" won a dead fish in the dog races; and 
the return of the smorgasbord in all its glory recalled the earlier years of 
Camp. 


And here now is the llth Annual Texas Folk Dance Camp to weave its 
magic spell, and to reward those of folky spirit with a rich harvest ot fun 
and friendship and memories. Happy dancing! 


Bobbi Gillotti 


2-2 S s ta: Te ae * =< 


vas 1960, I'm told. 
> eee ee oe EAN 


ae 4 i 
P PAS > E ; om es ee ee K a 
aa {Ss a ae: z y TS Re cee SE pS oe ee fay WR E a a > © 
ae ESPERNET SELE EES E EAT TE EIN A AE < 

a a FJ NLE no = in eee See ee Pe A Nine pat 5 oi ream. ee 
> SS Ee pee E Aena ap Pe e E E Be p ay. 3S 
oy a A x Sew tat a Oe eee aSr T eae ain oe ts i 


31 Texas Folk Dance Camp 1949 


SIX DAYS IN THE COLD, me 


or The Events Leading to the 
Conception, Carrying-Out, Dur- 
ation. and Daily Plans of the 
First TEXAS ANNUAL FOLK DANCE 
CAMP. 


An Informal History, written by 


One who played -a minor role in 
its development 


The Idea | 
The TEXAS ANNUAL FOLK DAC CAMP came .about as the fesult of a 
Fein tò a West Virginia folk dance camp, by a professor of physica 
education at S.li.U. Margaret Thompson (Clark, at that time) was a 


teacher in the Women's Physical Education Department of S.M.U. Par 


Ak 


of her duties was the teaching of square, social, and International 


i 
ye 


Folk Dance Classes. Through her reading of The Folk Dancer magazia 
she knew that there was a folk dance camp held by the Oglebay Inst- 
itute each labor day week-end at Wheeling, West Virginia. Throws 
a turn of events (see Sidelights), she was able to go to the camp | 
September, 1948 in order to acauire some new material for her clas: 
When she returned, she was convinced that Texas should havera 
folk dance camp, too. ‘She asked me what I thought of the idea, and 
naturally I said, "Why not?" We have some mutual friends on the fa 
ulty of the University of Texas in Austin, Misses Anne Pittman 
Marlys Swenson. (Marlys is now at the University of Washington.) | 


- presented Margaret's idea to them and they were pretty Tukevarn 
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put up the pump again and we could come on down -- but, if the pump 
got frozen and any of it was damaged as a result, we could just get 
them a new $500.00 pump. We lost all interest in Glen Rose and the 
YWCA camp and started looking for a ee ee 

We found just what we were looking for in the camp run by the 
YMCA for the Kiwanis Club and is used only to entertain the newsboys 
every Friday. The camp is Located within the city limits on the 
northwestern edge of Dallas on the shore of Bachman Lake. It had 
everything that we needed: a nice big dance floor; sleeping quarters 
already fixed up with cots and mattresses; a nice big kitchen and 
dining room; acres of ground on the lakeshores~a couple, living. on - 
the grounds who would cook for us and wash our dishes, -Everything 
was perfect. We hurriedly wrote the people whose reservations we 
had received and instructed them to come to Dallas instead of Glen 
Rose. 

Then we started work on the details of the camp itself: deciding 
what nationality meals were to be served and when; how many people 
were to be fed at each meal; decorations for the dining room and the 
danée hall; the making of name tags; the making, printing, and ass- 
embling of programs; the procurement of records: buying the food (see 
Sidelights), etc., ete. 

More Trouble, and No Pless inca 

We were just at the stage of taking things to the camp when 61! 
Man Winter arrived and brought all his chilluns. For 3 days it sleeted, 
snowed, rained and then froze (see sidelights) Dallas into one of its 
worst winter storms of the weather bureau. But Thursday morning, the 
day of the camp, came in mild and sunny and promptly melted all the snow 
and ice off in a flood of wateyand mud became inches deep. 

What. Happened at the Camp: 


Thursday night and Friday remained just comfortably cool... A 
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Marlys S Waller 
17143 133" Avenue NE, Apt.176 
Woodinville, WA 98072 


Imwaller@frontier.com 


John Clement 
1222 Howard Lane 
Houston, Texas 77401-2706 


6 plinle 9 2 Ve 


Dear John: 


Nelda Drury graciously sent me a packet of material, the chart Texas Camps 1949-2004 
as well as many pictures, hoping that I might recognize more faces and some early 
history of the Texas Camps. 


First a little bit of history. I am Marlys Swenson Waller, taught Physical Education at the 
University of Texas with Anne Pittman, September 1946-June 1949. while doing 
graduate work in New York City 1945-46, I attended the National Recreation Congress in 
Atlantic City, Easter time. There I met Jane Farwell and danced with her a few time in 
New York City that spring. Anne and I were kindred spirits. With Olcutt Sanders in 
November we published the first newsletter, Foot ‘n Fiddle, which we later sold to Herb 
Greggerson when I left Texas in ’49. I conned Piitt into going to the National Folk 


Festival in St louis and Jane Farwell’s Oglebay Folk dance Camp. We made the same 


trip the next year. Margaret Clark was enthusiastic and went to Oglebay in September 
1948. 


Margaret Clark was defianitely the originator of the Texas folk dance Camp. She called 
us to help with the event. We already had a full schedule,but between the 3 of us we 


picked a date in January °49. Margaret found the location, hired Jane to come. 
Although a small group, we brought more than half from Austin and the University of 


Texas. Lloyd, one of our former students certainly helped. It was terribly cold, pipes 
froze, and with Jane’s magic touch, we held the first Texas Folk Dance Camp. 


Again I repeat it was Margaret’s idea, but; we always thought it was a threesome, 
Margaret, Anne and myself who started the Texas Folk Dance Camop. We did not have 
a syllabus, and Margaret asked me to put something together. We did, but rather 
immature. 


I left for the University of Washington, Anne stayed at the University of Texas one more 
year, so she helped Margaret with 2 more camps. 


I married in 50. We saw Hugh Thompson frequently when he came to Seattle on 
business. And I corresponded with Margaret at Christmas time regularly till she passed 
away. The Thompsons always followed their son, living close by. 

That is the history as I see it. 

Warmest regards Marlys Swenson Walley copy to Nelda Drury 


Mibp Steam Uhl 


~ Letter from Marlys Waller 


